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Senseless suffering is the worst, isn’t it?  When confronted with 

it we cannot deny that such a thing should not be.  It cries out for 

a response.  And so, we do what we can to alleviate it.  The 

witness of senseless suffering can move us to action in way that 

other evils in the world cannot. 

When we think of the suffering that Jesus endured, all because 

he confronted the powers that be with a message of God’s love 

and care for everyone, we can be moved to tears.  Movies about 

the crucifixion, for example, can be particularly hard to watch. 

And yet, in his own thinking and reflection, Jesus did not 

consider his suffering senseless.  The suffering servant songs of 

the book of the prophet Isaiah was one resource he had at hand 

to give him a different way of looking at what was going on and 

the mission that had been given to him by the Father. 

He was clear-eyed enough to anticipate where his ministry to the 

sick, the poor, those being held bound, even creation that 

groaned in travail, was headed.  By its very nature it would be 

seen as a threat to worldly power.  The effort to stop it in its 

tracks would be relentless and lethal. 

Even so, Jesus continued on.  He faced his own suffering with 

resolve and the knowledge that, if he remained faithful to his 

call, all those he loved would benefit.  They would be able to 

live in the light of love without any doubt of its overarching 

supremacy.  The death dealing powers of the world would not 

have the final word. 

The willingness to suffer for the sake of the suffering of the 

world would win out.  The kingdom of God would endure. 
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It is not hard to imagine what was going on in the heads of 

James and John when they asked that they might sit and the right 

and left hands of Jesus when he came into his kingdom.  They 

thought of a kingdom as a center of power, and they wanted to 

be close to that center.  They wanted to share as much as 

possible in the rewards of victory. 

But they had not been listening to how Jesus described his 

kingdom and how it was that he would come to glory.  Jesus’ 

primary point of reference was not the glory King David had 

won way back when, but Isaiah.  What Isaiah described was 

really a better fit for what was happening to him. 

Responding to their request to reign at his right and left, Jesus 

didn't talk about coming into his glory through a battle with 

demons or evil earthly power, but rather through his baptism and 

the cup he would drink. 

To be baptized implied submission to the ministry of another 

and the reception of a new identity and relationship to God. At 

the very beginning John the Baptist says, “Behold, the lamb of 

God.”  Accepting his role as the one who sacrifices himself 

informs Jesus’ ministry all the way through.  

The cup that Jesus would drink was the shedding of his life's 

blood, the cup that even he asked to be rid of, if only it were the 

will of God.  

In baptism, responding to the Father who named him the 

beloved son, Jesus accepted the commitment to be faithful no 

matter what the cost. His cup, offered at the Last Supper and 

accepted in the Garden of Gethsemane, was the fulfillment of 

that commitment. 



29th Sunday in Ordinary Time – B 
 

Page 3 of 4 
 

What we often miss in pondering these readings is that Jesus' 

acceptance of his baptism and cup of suffering was not only 

obedience to the Father, it also showed what the Father is like. 

Jesus was acting as the Father acts, the one who, like Jesus, 

loves without counting the cost. Jesus revealed the God who 

knows from his intimate accompaniment of all who live what it 

is like to grieve for love of those who suffer under the power of 

the wicked. 

St.Vincent de Paul explained the grace of the Christian vocation 

when he told his followers: "Let us work with a new love in 

service of the poor, looking for the most destitute and 

abandoned among them. Let us recognize that before God they 

are our lords and masters, and we are unworthy to render them 

our small services." 

If we let St. Vincent teach us, we can recognize even more the 

irony of Jame’s and John’s request.  Rather than thinking of a 

throne with seats to the right or left, they would have been better 

off thinking of a soup line or disaster relief effort.  The hands of 

Christ are not idle, and those who are at the right and left hands 

of Christ may not have free use of their own hands.  

As Jesus warned Peter, their hands may be stretched out and tied 

by their captors; or they may be full of food for the hungry and 

medicines for the ill, or even already fully occupied by holding 

children and giving support to the infirm. 

The closer we are to Jesus' right and left, the more we will be 

like him: hands, hearts, souls and minds fully occupied in the 

service of those who need the most. 
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God's servants share the ache of God’s divine heart and his 

desire to respond to those in need. That was evident in Jesus of 

Nazareth. The God we meet in Jesus is the one whose life is 

love. 

The nearer we come to God the more we will share in God's 

brand of glory: passionate, self-giving. Then we will understand 

the invincible power of vulnerable love. 

 


